
Pinned by jan Misali
Anthony McCarthy
1 month ago
OK, here's the new thread I'm starting on July 21 2020.

87

jan Misali
jan Misali
1 month ago
once again the offer still stands to move this discussion to somewhere other than youtube. it would be so much more convenient than it currently is.
anyway, I've been busy making my video about regular polyhedra so I'm not completely caught up in where the thread left off last time. last I checked it was still mostly about eurocentrism? really, I'd rather get more into how the way you view language is completely different from the way the broader conlang community views it, since that's the more interesting disagreement and most other things we disagree on stem from that.
we could also talk about other stuff though. have you seen my video about hangman? it's been doing remarkably well. I'm very proud of it.

28

Anthony McCarthy
Anthony McCarthy
1 month ago
@jan Misali  I tried it, a. I didn't find it easier to navigate, b. people were no more interested in the real than in play-time fantasy and "let's pretend". From now on I don't bother discussing this with people who haven't bothered to learn a constructed language.  I mean a real one.   What's the point of comparing a real one to one that will never be made?   You should read Henry James short story  The Madonna Of The Future, all about the never-ending never starting quest for perfection.   He more or less predicted this phenomenon.

4

jan Misali
jan Misali
1 month ago
now, that's an interesting distinction. I've heard you call some conlangs not real before, but saying they "never will be made"? I think that's a new one. care to elaborate?

12

Anthony McCarthy
Anthony McCarthy
1 month ago
@jan Misali   That's not true,  I've said it about toki pona.  And as to the ones that never will be made,all over your comment threads I've seen people talk about their dreams for linguistic perfection which they have not so much as chosen a "perfect" set of phonemes for,  one of the dumber ones was one in which the silly boy said he was thinking of using the Shavian alphabet for.    Any of the "perfect" "reformed" versions of existing conlangs, the never ending non-stater of Ido and, to a lesser extent, Novial have histories comprising such as yet to be brought to term false pregnancies.   I jokingly said I was going to come up with one of something like 17 phonemes and a vocabulary of fifty-seven words, or something like that, which I would then insist everyone call a "language" and acknowledge it had "proved" itself to be superior to toki pona on the same bases that people here claim TP is superior to the one and only conlang that has come even close to success.   Hey, why don't you tell me a list of the 17 most universally used phonemes - your first criterion of such superiority - so I can make that claim without impinging on your thing.

3

jan Misali
jan Misali
1 month ago
it's funny that you'd suggest 17 as an impractically low number of phonemes, given that toki pona only has 14. and besides, there's several natural languages with small inventories. are you familiar with the polynesian languages? you'd probably like them. they're spoken by people who use them in their lives, which to my knowledge is the only thing you care about.

14

Anthony McCarthy
Anthony McCarthy
1 month ago
@jan Misali   Hey kid,  I like the number 17 you wanna make something of it?   Who says a smaller number of phonemes is better than a larger one?   Where did I say it was "impractically small"?  Why not two sounds? Morse code does quite a bit with two sounds, sound and absence of sound.   Granted, it's slow but it is effective. 

I wonder how much actual familiarity with the Polynesian languages you have.   My experience is with Hawaiian but only through listening to some recordings of what are presented as authentic hula chants and looking at parallel texts with a dictionary a number of years ago.   The language is far less "simple" than some may guess is about the biggest takeaway I got from the experience even as the music does quite a bit with a minimal number of sounds, that can happen if you have texts with coherent meaning and deep connotations.   

What you seem to care about is a rather superficial notion of languages separated from denotative meaning as some kind of aesthetic objet, d'art. You can do that if you want to, no one can stop you but it has little meaning when the subject is language in any full sense of the word.

1

Not A Real Name
Not A Real Name
1 month ago (edited)
@Anthony McCarthy Why do you keep coming back to this? It seems quite silly to keep a 3 year old debate going.

7

Anthony McCarthy
Anthony McCarthy
1 month ago
@Not A Real Name  Hey, Jan Misali, you want to answer that as it was you I was responding to, you and your fans?  If no one addressed me here after the first comment I posted, I would not have likely posted another comment on this channel.  Now, NARN, why are you here reading it if you think it's pointless?

2

Kentrosauruses
Kentrosauruses
1 month ago (edited)
Anthony McCarthy hey it’s me again. Nice to see you’re still at it. I just was thinking about how you keep bringing up real vs fantasy and the realistic-ness of creating and implementing a perfect constructed language. To me, one of the main points Misali is making with this series is that all auxlangs are always bad. Like they’re just never gonna be good outside their small communities. I’m not trying to speak for him, but from watching his videos that just kinda the vibe I get. 
You want to talk about the real world and what languages are actually possible and successful. I think you’ll find that so far, the point that all auxlangs are not actually very good is well proven. Esperanto is never going to be as successful as English or Swahili or Spanish or Mandarin as a common language. It is much more practical and realistic to make these already widely popular natural languages the official international auxlang. Esperanto is just never going to have the same success, realistically speaking. That’s the real world. 
I tried to make this point (admittedly pretty badly) in the previous thread, and you said “Well I don’t know why you’re messing with conlangs then.” Which is actually kinda my point. Making conlangs is cool, they have all sorts of uses. But believing that your conlang is above criticism, or that it’s actually going to become an international auxiliary language is silly. If you think that Esperanto has a chance of becoming as popular as another widespread  natural language, you live in play-time fantasy and “let’s pretend.” Spanish has a much better chance of becoming an auxlang than Esperanto, despite its flaws. (One of those flaws being that it’ll be more easily learned and understood by Europeans and Americans!) 
I think there are interesting arguments to be had about Esperanto and about Misali’s criticism of it. But claiming that his criticisms are bad because he’s living in a fantasy land is absurd. Esperanto is a fantasy land. It only works in the relatively very small Esperanto community. If you instead learned Spanish or Swahili or French you could talk to way more people! I think Esperanto is cool because it’s a fun game that connects you with other people who like that game. But if I’m worried about the real world, I’m going to learn a popular natural language.

35

jan Misali
Anthony McCarthy
Anthony McCarthy
1 month ago
@Kentrosauruses  What languages other than English do you speak, what constructed languages do you speak or use?

3

Kentrosauruses
Kentrosauruses
1 month ago
Anthony McCarthy I know enough Spanish to get by, and enough Swahili to begin a conversation. As I said, I went through the whole course on Learnu on Esperanto and have slowly been forgetting it for the past 5 years from lack of use. I don’t really know any conlangs because of what I said, there’s no conlang community I have an interest in joining. I like linguistics though, which is why I find this series interesting.

14

Anthony McCarthy
Anthony McCarthy
1 month ago
@Kentrosauruses  It's fruitless to talk to someone on this topic unless they have a basis to talk about it in concrete terms from their experience.

1

Kentrosauruses
Kentrosauruses
1 month ago
Anthony McCarthy Why? Is something I said incorrect?

13

Anthony McCarthy
Anthony McCarthy
1 month ago
@Kentrosauruses My experience here has led me to believe discussing conlangs with someone who has not learned to speak and use one is pointless.   They only know what they imagine, not what is real.

1

Kentrosauruses
Kentrosauruses
1 month ago (edited)
Anthony McCarthy Well, you’d have to convince me that learning a conlang is worth my time. Even more, you’d have to convince me that learning Esperanto is worth my time, since you don’t seem to count Toki Pona as a legitimate “real” conlang and apparently I can learn that in 12 days. I tried to learn Esperanto, and it seems pointless to me. You seem to only be worried about a possibility (of Esperanto becoming an international auxlang) you imagine, not what is real.
The point I’m trying to make is that saying Esperanto is superior because it is more real is nonsense, since Esperanto is practically not superior as an auxlang than a natural language. So why not learn Toki Pona if I want to learn a conlang. Seems more fun!

15

Kentrosauruses
Kentrosauruses
1 month ago (edited)
Ooo I thought of a good analogy. It’s like if I made a series called “All the Star Wars movies are bad.” And you came on my video about episode 5 and said “Actually episode 5 is far superior to all the other star warses, and it’s so embarrassing that people who haven’t seen the directors cut are criticizing it. Episode 5 sold the most copies and it’s more widely popular than the other star warses.” And it’s like... okay man but that just makes it the best of a series of bad movies. Just because it’s the best of the Stars War doesn’t mean it’s good.

17

Anthony McCarthy
Anthony McCarthy
1 month ago
@Kentrosauruses  I'd rather spend it on someone who might spend the small amount of time leaning it requires, not someone who is too lazy to put in the time. As it is, you're asking me that is asking me to do all of the work as you would clearly rather do nothing but find excuses.


Anthony McCarthy
Anthony McCarthy
1 month ago
@Kentrosauruses  I saw the first one.  I was  visiting people in a different town.  One rainy Saturday afternoon they said, we can go bowling or we can go to the movies (it was during the first run of the first one) and I said, I don't like bowling.   Half an hour. later I wished I was bowling more than I ever had or have since.   Starwars geekery.   Bad analogy


Kentrosauruses
Kentrosauruses
1 month ago
Anthony McCarthy I feel like you don’t get how analogies work, so we’ll skip it.  You say I would rather do nothing but that obviously not true. To me, learning a conlang is just something you do for fun. If you want to do some real world thing you should learn a natural language. What natural languages do you know that aren’t English? Why would taking the time to learn Esperanto be a better use of my time than learning Mandarin? I’m not convinced Esperanto has a real world use, and you’re response is “You just don’t get it! You’re too lazy to get it!”

14

Anthony McCarthy
Anthony McCarthy
1 month ago
@Kentrosauruses   Well, you see, an analogy to work has to have a generalized meaning, not restricted to you own peculiar conditions.   Otherwise it's just an weird way to state your opinion pretending to be an analogy.


Kentrosauruses
Kentrosauruses
1 month ago
Anthony McCarthy okay well in my analogy, replace Star Wars with International Auxlangs, and Episode 5 with Esperanto. Or don’t, if you didn’t get it then my bad for being a poor communicator.

6

Anthony McCarthy
Anthony McCarthy
1 month ago
@Kentrosauruses   Let me guess, you never took Freshman Rhetoric in college.   That's something we used to take to teach us how to make rational arguments.  It got dropped because it wasn't fun for the paying customers.  Find out what an analogy is.


Kentrosauruses
Kentrosauruses
4 weeks ago
Anthony McCarthy You have truly impressed me with your education and your maturity and understanding of rhetoric. You taking a freshman university class has proven to me that you are clearly an expert.

19

Joemoebob!
Joemoebob!
4 weeks ago
wait this is still going? I found this like a week ago, damn. Just admit that esperanto, even though you like it, has clear unaccountable flaws that clearly make it not the best at what it set out to do.

9

Anthony McCarthy
Anthony McCarthy
4 weeks ago
@Joemoebob!  What languages other than English do you speak, what conlangs do you speak or use?


Anthony McCarthy
Anthony McCarthy
4 weeks ago
@Kentrosauruses  Well, I passed Freshman Rhetoric, you clearly wouldn't.

1

Benjamin Zerr
Benjamin Zerr
4 weeks ago
This is by far the most fascinating Youtube discussion I have encountered, mostly because of its longevity. Keep me posted.  (Before you ask, I only speak English)

13

Anthony McCarthy
Anthony McCarthy
4 weeks ago
@Benjamin Zerr I'd be happier if it were mostly for the information it imparted, but, then, I'm kind of interested in the communicative and informative aspects of language.   Playtime let's pretend we're artists stuff gets old fast.

1

Kentrosauruses
Kentrosauruses
4 weeks ago
Anthony McCarthy Can you give an example of something you’d be interested in discussing about Esperanto?

3

Anthony McCarthy
Anthony McCarthy
4 weeks ago
@Kentrosauruses  Oh, I don't know, how about the non-conlang speakers and monoglot haters of Esperanto give me their offer of surrender and I'll set my terms?    How about you go look for the online pdf of Claude Piron's paper Psychological Reactions To Esperanto and we talk about that.   Here's a clue, you'll have to read it first.


Kentrosauruses
Kentrosauruses
4 weeks ago
Anthony McCarthy I read it. It seems like a lot of speculation on his part. He claims that people don’t like Esperanto because they are afraid. That’s just not a falsifiable claim, and therefore not a scientific claim. Maybe it’s true about some people, but I think Misali demonstrated in this video that he has done the research on Esperanto to make valid criticisms of it. I don’t think I’m afraid of Esperanto, I told you that I tried to learn it, it seems fun. Plus, your reaction to this video and Misali bringing up Toki Pona seems like a much more emotional reaction than anyone’s criticism of Esperanto in this particular conversation. I think the article was very interesting but very Freudian: trying to psychoanalyze people because they had a negative or misinformed reaction to something. 
I could speculate that he is so quick to defend Esperanto because he is afraid that he invested all this time into learning and writing about language and doesn’t want to admit that it’ll never be as big as he wanted. I don’t think that’s actually true, but you can see how easy it is to just say whatever you want.

10

Sandy Ross
Sandy Ross
4 weeks ago
@Anthony McCarthy I like Esperanto (because it's fun), but I might not for much longer if everyone who speaks it is as much of an arse as you are.

13

Anthony McCarthy
Anthony McCarthy
4 weeks ago
@Sandy Ross  Gee, considering how many arses there are who speak English, not to mention just about every other language, you're going to get really arsed up to silence.   Do you speak Esperanto?


Anthony McCarthy
Anthony McCarthy
4 weeks ago
@Kentrosauruses   This is about Claude Piron's paper Psychological Reactions To Esperanto which can be found for free online.  In case anyone is curious.  Well, considering, first, as well as being a UN translator who spoke AND WORKED IN a number of languages, European and non-European at the highest level in applied linguistics and in one of its most challenging manifestations - someone who was considered enough of a mental health professional to have worked for the World Health Organization as one, and a licensed psychological professional, as opposed to the out of your asses stuff that is typical here, not to mention his typical level of citation and references in a formal paper - did you happen to miss those? -  it is friggin' hilarious that someone in this discussion is criticizing him for making speculations when pretty much JM's entire fandom does nothing but that.  
This is too stupid.   I'm not wasting my time here anymore.

1

Kentrosauruses
Kentrosauruses
4 weeks ago
Anthony McCarthy Friend, buddy, pal, amigo, rafiki, comrade, mate, homie, sibling, compatriot, my beautiful sunflower, how the hell are we supposed to have a conversation with you? Whenever anyone tries to talk with you, instead of countering the point you return with an argument from authority. Someone says it is Eurocentric because of the vocabulary: “Well my Asian friend disagrees.” Someone says Esperanto isn’t the best conlang: “How many conlangs do you know? I only know one but since I know it I know it’s better than yours! New radio shows!” I said that Esperanto isn’t really as useful as you say, “Well you clearly don’t understand rhetoric. I took a rhetoric class!” I say that this paper seems speculative and Freudian and you say, “Well what do you know, the man who wrote it is a genius! You’re just a random dude!” 
You want to talk about your rhetoric skills? then actually make an argument instead of claiming you are superior to us! You aren’t going to convince anyone just by talking about how smart you are. I’m not impressed by your ability to read.

22

Sandy Ross
Sandy Ross
4 weeks ago
@Anthony McCarthy I wonder if you do speak English, I said if.

4

Anthony McCarthy
Anthony McCarthy
4 weeks ago
@Sandy Ross    Why?  Words I use too big for you?

1

Sandy Ross
Sandy Ross
4 weeks ago
@Anthony McCarthy whit? Such a fuckin wind up

4

Anthony McCarthy
Anthony McCarthy
4 weeks ago
@Sandy Ross   Oh, just fuck off.  JM,  have a nice life but either learn what you're talking about or get into something else.


Sean Waddell
Sean Waddell
3 weeks ago
Anthony McCarthy 
Why do you keep asking about what languages they speak and use? What relevance does it have to Esperanto or conlanging in general?

(To jump the gun: I’ve got English, Casual French, Conversation Spanish, Tiny amounts of Chinese, Japanese, Korean, and Vietnamese, I don’t learn Conlangs because while they interest me, I feel my time and energy could be better spent on more practical skills and my work)

10

Anthony McCarthy
Anthony McCarthy
3 weeks ago
@Sean Waddell  A. most of the people who have slammed Esperanto here are English speaking monoglots who have never successfully learned another language to any degree of use and so have no idea what they're talking about. B. even more of them have never learned a constructed language so what they say about that is even less based in reality instead of their uninformed imaginations.  They might say something valuable by chance but that's a very slim chance.   I'm not wasting my time taking about constructed languages with people who don't know what they're talking about. It's not as if they're ever going to be persuaded to learn another language, "natural" or constructed.   If you don't see the truth to that I wonder why, with your background in languages.  Would you listen to someone slam one of the languages you speak if they didn't speak it?


Sean Waddell
Sean Waddell
3 weeks ago
Anthony McCarthy 
I perfectly accept that most of the languages I speak including English have plenty of flaws. English is needlessly complex and inconsistent, Spanish has a lot of ingrained biases and loaded words alongside some archaic words and phrases. 
I’m not really qualified enough on the other languages I speak to have a strong opinion on their functionality, other than Japanese, which I’m able to have because of my, admittedly, rudimentary understanding of Japanese history and how that shaped the languages, such as how the hierarchies are baked into the language from the caste(not the best word, ik, but I can’t think of a better one)

My main point is that bias or ignorance doesn’t invalidate an opinion or viewpoint, it just means take it with salt or do a bit of deeper research. 

You are clearly very biased towards Esperanto but that doesn’t mean the points you make about its widespread nature or relative ease for Romance and Germanic speakers to learn it. It just means that I have to take into account that you, seemingly, feel Esperanto and your education is an important part of your personal identity, so when I critique it, you may be more offended because that language is important to you, just as I would be offended if you criticised a part of my identity. And because of that offence you might attack my identity or use a fallacy to end a conversation, as you have in other conversations. (Mostly Goalpost, appeal to authority or ignorance, fallacy fallacy, and general gatekeeping, ad hominem, some straw manning but I don’t think it was intentional) 

If you don’t want to talk with somebody, that’s chill. If you think they aren’t listening to you or can’t/won’t understand your points and views, that’s perfectly fine. Attacking them because you believe they’re some kind of ignoramus or mouth-breathing neckbeard, isn’t and just makes you look like a troll and an asshat. I’m not calling you either of those, it’s simply how it is presented.

9

Anthony McCarthy
Anthony McCarthy
3 weeks ago
@Sean Waddell  Discussing languages you don't know is inevitably done on the basis of ignorance.   If you only know one language and have never learned to speak another one talking about language learning, making claims about the "difficulties" of it is done out of ignorance.  You wouldn't discuss mathematics with someone who had failed to learn their times tables if you had learned a lot more than that.  That level of ignorance is typical of those who opine on Esperanto as documented in that paper by Claude Piron and others and in the experience of many an Esperantist. 

As to "ad hominem" punk, it's remarkable you can see me giving it back but you can't see the many here who have thrown it my way first.   So you can fuck off too.  Now, this is my last comment here.   I'm trying to give up useless habits for August and I'm starting early.

3

Sean Waddell
Sean Waddell
3 weeks ago
Anthony McCarthy 
You or they “throwing it” doesn’t justify being an ass. And you’re proving my point, needlessly attacking me and escalating the situation. That’s the logic of at third grader, not as you allege, a teacher. “He started it!” 
Just as every responsible teacher has replied to this, “I don’t care who started it”
if someone does something that slightly offences you, such as suggesting, maybe you turn down the toxic behaviour and sense of superiority, that doesn’t mean:

“Ahh, he’s attacking me and my character, and I’m hurt because I have low self esteem and use my education to shield myself from the fact that my life is dull, so therefore, I’ll tell him to fuck off too. That’s an appropriate response. After all, telling someone to fuck off on the Internet always works, especially when they started out with a reasonable point without attacking me.”

If someone attacks you or you think they’re attacking you, insulting them has a 0% success rate of making them step off. I didn’t throw down the gauntlet, don’t draw your sword. If you want to feel better about yourself, then just say it aloud. We can’t hear you, you’ll literally get the last word.

As to the difficulty, if it is to be an IAL Esperanto has failed. An IAL, necessarily should be an easily language to learn and understand. Esperanto is closer to a conlang of a natural language and acts like a natural language.

7

Lillian
Lillian
3 weeks ago
@Anthony McCarthy Posting so I start receiving updates this, if youtube is kind to me.
This was quite the entertaining read, must say. Can't wait to see more. 

Oh , and before you ask, I speak French, as well as some (spoken only, alas; writing is still somewhat of a challenge) Hebrew.

4

Yarden Gan
Yarden Gan
3 weeks ago
Legendary thread right here.

5

logos1099
logos1099
3 weeks ago
I really hope Anthony is serious about stopping to comment here. To be honest, I'm sure he has many valid points, but just look at his comments, they boil down to "you stupid monoglots, you can never understand the beautiful language that is Esperanto". It's really stupid to respond to insults with insults, there's really no point in that.
In my opinion creating a good auxiliary international language is a daunting task, if not impossible, and none of the languages invented so far are even close to reaching that goal. I think that, although Esperanto, toki pona, Interslavic etc are pretty good languages, natural languages like English, Spanish, Mandarin, French etc have enormous power behind them. What is this power? Vocabulary.
I think a half good comparison would be with operating systems: In my opinion, the BSD class of operating systems (and Linux distributions as well) is the best one, and if everyone would switch to it there would be so many benefits, but what is stopping it? Application software. Microsoft Windows, although it has many, many flaws, is an alright operating system, but it has the absolute largest library of Application software, which is what users want.

I realize it's not a perfect analogy, but look at how many people take English as a second language even though it has terrible phonetic inconsistency, it's simply omnipresent, to the point that even if someone doesn't speak English there are most certainly English loanwords in their language.

To join the club of people posting what languages they know, I know only Serbian, which is my mother tongue, and English.

16

Joemoebob!
Joemoebob!
3 weeks ago (edited)
@Anthony McCarthy  Actually, I know Spanish, and I'm starting German and probably going to move on to Japanese. I had thought about learning a conlang, but the common conception of people who speak conlangs isn't a very pretty one. It's sad that an entire community is assumed to be you, I actually learned about this preconceived notion of conlang speakers, specifically ones who practice esperanto, before I even learned what conlangs were.

It's sad that people who fit this stereotype are the ones who are the most outspoken, and that you can't see how much this conversation proves how much of an issue that this is. For all the time spent reading psychological papers and studying language, you don't seem to have really thought about the community that you're trying to be a part of. In fact, the very notion that you disregard somebody saying how pathetic this is, purely because they may not know another language, is plenty of justification for the stereotype.

2

Win090949
Win090949
2 weeks ago
Anthony McCarthy what even is the argument even about in the first place?

1

mm babby
mm babby
2 weeks ago
it's absolutely hilarious that something like this exists

5

Enuma Elise
Enuma Elise
2 weeks ago
Anthony McCarthy “pretend we’re artists” in this context is the funniest thing I read today, ty

4

Garfield Esq.
Garfield Esq.
2 weeks ago
Esperanto is a bad language lmao

3

Andrew Eric Davison
Andrew Eric Davison
2 weeks ago
@Anthony McCarthy I hope you find peace

5

julianb188
julianb188
2 weeks ago
@Anthony McCarthy Hi, Anthony. Big fan. Really glad we have a second thread going. Just posting to get updates on you owning these monoglots.

By the way, I speak a little Spanish and I'm learning Japanese. There's new radio shows put out in both!

8

anxez
anxez
2 weeks ago (edited)
Hey Anthony. I'm not going to at you, I don't want you to get this as an update, as coming back to this toxic part of your life will hurt you.

I just want to say, if you're reading this, you don't have to respond to these people, you don't have to convince anyone, there is nothing here you need to prove. Esperanto is a beautiful language with a long tradition, it will not die out over small criticisms like these. And even if it were to somehow fade away, it will forever leave its mark on humanity.

You are strong, you can cut out these toxic arguments from your life.

7

jan Misali
Мариос Христодулу
Мариос Христодулу
2 weeks ago (edited)
@Anthony McCarthy As a perfectly fluid yet non-native speaker of English, English is the only auxlang I need. It can be pronounced in a variety of ways and still convey information accurately, since it has no globally standardised pronounciation. Its grammar is super easy: no case inflections, no verb conjugations. You can make up new vocabulary on the spot by combining whatever words from whatever language. What more do you need? English is the perfect auxlang. As for it being an IE language, who cares? If a Chinese dude can pick it up in a few months you know it's good enough.

Esperanto is a solution to a problem that doesn't exist.

2

Miquel Gil
Miquel Gil
2 weeks ago
@Мариос Христодулу Well, if your country is like Spain, you usually spend at least 10 years of your life studying the language at least twice a week. I've been since 6 learning English at class, the last year I've been almost exclusively consuming English-speaking content, but I don't even feel confident to have a conversation with a native. Maybe you now feel like it has been a natural process, quite likely but it hasn't. Even if it actually has been easy to you to learn English, what about people around you? Are they as confident as you with the same education?

Of course it can be pronounced in many ways, different English dialects are really different. But they differ very systematically, and mainly on vowels. There are lots of little differences that English has and major languages don't. /i/ and /ɪ/ make the difference in words like "been" vs "bin". Of course you can understand the difference based on the context, but that doesn't mean it's not a pronunciation mistake.

Also, what do you mean with "You can make up new vocabulary on the spot by combining whatever words from whatever language."? If ego (I) hajimeru (start) a hablar (speaking) like this, do you consider this English? If it only was a single слово? (word). Do you mean there's a lot of loan words? I genuinely don't understand you.

I will summarize English grammar with: Basic grammar is really easy. Fuck phrasal verbs.

English definitely isn't a good IAL. I haven't taken the time to learn Esperanto, so I won't judge it. I'm also a teen bored at home, so probably my opinion is trash, but I have my arguments.


Мариос Христодулу
Мариос Христодулу
2 weeks ago (edited)
@Miquel Gil My point is that English is good because it works, and we can see that it works in our everyday lives. We don't need an idealised IAL because it can't exist, simply because the vocabulary of languages which belong in different families is simply irreconcilable - amongst other reasons. Esperanto could be a better IAL than English, but it doesn't matter because it's not better enough to warrant its inclusion in the education system of every single country, and in my opinion no con-auxlang will ever be.

And, yes, what I meant is that English is extremely susceptible to word loaning and the creation of new words in a very convenient manner. I can't think of another major language that would combine "angry" and "hungry" to create "hangry".


Eryn McVay
Eryn McVay
2 weeks ago
@Anthony McCarthy Anthony, if you feel like responding, you mention how you wouldn't discuss mathematics with someone who knew much less than you. However, I'd argue against that. Discussion has to happen in order to teach. If nobody ever talked to someone who knew less than them, we would have a horribly uneducated society. The entire job of a teacher is to have discussions with less educated people and help them along the way to being educated.

And if it helps, in case you want to come back to a linguistic discussion with me, I know English, am mostly fluent in German, can get by in Esperanto, and have created my own conlangs, which admittedly aren't very good.

1

lugi
lugi
1 week ago
i don't know any of the context or anything but from what i've seen you seem like a real dickhead

4

lugi
lugi
1 week ago
so i got the context for the whole "cute fraud" stuff or whatever you wanna call it and i gotta say, some people will do anything to win an argument. pathetic.

2

Cheemseph
Cheemseph
1 week ago
Dude pls just stop your like YouTubes worst nightmare just fuck off for lord same. I don't give a shit about Esperanto. Its sounds and looks ugly so pls -_-


Berylliosis
Berylliosis
6 days ago
This thread... it's kinda fantastic. I hope Anthony is doing well and doesn't feel picked on... on the other hand, seeing the many fallacious arguments and downright bad arguments this set of threads has generated in its absurd three year runtime is an incredible experience. I haven't read the entire collection, and I don't think I ever will, but it's a piece of internet history that I might never forget.
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Cheemseph
Cheemseph
6 days ago (edited)
@Berylliosis I agree that this thread is just amazing but I don't think Anthony feels picked on cause he just keeps picking on us for like how long? Just cause someone likes another conlang instead of Esperanto smh
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godwin972
godwin972
6 days ago
Where’s the old thread. WHERE IS IT


Numbers
Numbers
5 days ago (edited)
@godwin972 It's a pinned post on Conlang Critic episode 14: Ido. It started three years ago and has 504 replies, 570 counting this continuation as of today.


AJSax64
AJSax64
2 days ago
Oh my God this is absolutely insane! It's been 3 years and this argument JUST finished! (मराठी)
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Cheemseph
Cheemseph
2 days ago
@AJSax64 its prob gonna continue (hopefully not) and also he has another thread where it isn't pinned


godwin972
godwin972
2 days ago
hi lol


